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" We see the action of the Senate touching the Constitu-
tional Amendment with great anxiety. The House had passed
a simple measure, one covering all the ground that people are
ready to occupy. It answered completely the lesson of the
war. Its simplicity gave it all the chance that exists for any
form of amendment being ratified.

" Why was it not left in that shape? Leaving out of sight
the manifest risk of attempting too much, the very fact of the
little time left before the session closes, was warning enough
to clutch at anything satisfactory and to run no risk of possi-
ble disagreement between the Houses. We wait further
knowledge before indulging any conjectures as to the motive
for this strange course of the Senate; before even suspecting
that it grew out of any concealed hate toward the whole meas-
ure and was indeed a trick to defeat it Whoever, in either
House, gratifies some personal whim to the extent of defeat-
ing or even postponing this measure will incur the gravest
responsibility. We exhort every man who professes himself
a friend of liberty to drop all undue attachment to any form
of words and to co-operate, heartily, earnestly, with the great
body of the members in carrying through as promptly as pos-
sible, any form which includes the substance of a constitu-
tional protection to the votes and right to office of the col-
ored race. That is the work of the hour. That is the lesson
the war has burned in on the brain and conscience of the Na-
tion.

" To include with this, ' Nationality, education creed/
etc., is utter lack of common sense. Such a total forgetful-
ness of the commonest political prudence as makes it hard to
credit the good intentions of the proposers.

" Our disappointment is the greater because we had reason
to believe that the Senators who have this matter in charge,
would be the last men to forget themselves at such a crisis.
They have been timidly 'practical/ ludicrously tied up to